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EYeron -  "Br idge"
(Mascot Records)
ln the wor ld oJ German four-piece Everon,
the 1980's and 90's might as well n0t have
happened. This is pure sevent ies prog -
earnest,  overblown, technical ,  i rony-free. .

but really g00d all the same. The traditi0nal
c0ncept-album f0rmat is f i rmly in place, as
the album is bound together by the theme
0f, erm, a spooky bridge. lvlusically, it's all
b ig gestures and epic vocals,  executed with
great precis ion and pol ish.  0 l iver Phi l l ips '
vocals are c lear ly inf luenced by the old
English progsters - in particular i was
reminded o{ a s l ight ly more 'metal '  Phi l
Col l ins.  In a g00d way! This is less i r r i tat ing
than you'd th ink,  and you can' t  help but be
carr ied along by the band's emot ional
passion and sweeping dynamic changes'  as

del icate instrumental  intr0 's give way to
immense stadium-rocking choruses. Piano
and keyboard sounds add another
dimension t0 the hetty guitar ritfs and
vir tuosic drumming, and the CD booklet
contains an apology t0 Bi l ly  Joel  {or  n icking
some of his piano chords.  Against  the odds'
Everon get away wilh such unabasned
cheesiness, and'Br idge'  is  a real ly l is tenable
album. Admit tedly,  anyone who's seen
Spinal  Tap wi l l  have tr0uble taking this
album ent i re ly ser iously,  the larger than l i fe
histri0nics o{ tracks such as 'Ten Years Late'
and Across The Land conjur ing up images
of Tap-esque stageshows and descendlng
mini-Stonehenges.. .  But,  i f  y0u're able t0

suspend your cynic ism f0r the durat ion ot
the album, you might wel l  f ind y0u l ike i t .

6/1 0.
Jane Boxall

Chang -  "Sel l  Ti t led"
(Self-Re lease d)
Seven cheeky tracks from South Wales boys
Chang, th is demo bungs together f rant ic,
punky r i f {s,  i tchy drumbeats,  and v0cals
which Vic Reeves would probably descr ibe
as "rn the c lub stv e ' .  Amazingly.  i t  d l t  w0rks
beaut i f  u l ly ,  y ie id ing smal l -but-perfecf l  y-
formed three minute nuggets of  cart00nish
power punk. The choppy rhythms mean rr  s
never a dul l  l is ten,  and there are l i t i le s0nic
0ddi t ies l ike glockenspiel  sol0s and bass
slides to catch y0u unawares. Like iil 7/l 0.
Jane Boxall

Aura Sun - "Tatlered Fragmenls 0f Broken
Conversal ions"
(Self Released)
There are lots of good things about this
demo. Aura Sun possess the emot ional
sweep 0f the Deftones, the crushing rhythm-
section assault 0f Glassjaw, and plenty 0f
l ight  and shade in terms of  dynamics.  The
production's pretty solid too - th0ugh
perhaps a little top-heaq/ 0n the drums - and
the songs are wel l -shaped. The only letdown
is the occasional ly unconvincing vocals -  but
wander ing, somet imes aimless mel0dies and
a straining, fa l ter ing sty le 0f  del ivery bel ie
the Jact that  th is UK f ive-piece have been
together barely a year, and have n0t yet
pol ished their  sound. Hopeful ly s0me m0re
exper ience and conf idence wi l l  see them
achieve great lh ings in future.  Check them
out at  www.aurasun.co.uk.  7 i  1 0.
Jane Boxall

Glench -  "Sel l  Ti t led"
(Attack Records)
The drummer l rom Clench is a ta lented guy.
Not only has he wri t ten hal f  the t racks on
this album, but his tom-heavy gr0oves are
the dr iv ing force behind the s0ngs, wi th
drum product i0n that 's s imply beaut i fu l  -  fu l l
and crunchy. The rest  0f  the band? They
come across l ike a real ly pissed-Off  Boy Hits
Car, with abrasive sh0uty vocals over heavy,
forceful r0ck. Straightlorward slabs of
aggression l ike 'Hate'  and'Break'  s i t
a longside more mel low, v ibey t racks -
there's even a didger id0o s0l0 at  one p0int .
Overal l ,  i t 's  pret ty good, though I  found
singer Davide's barking sty le began to grale
after a while. The rhythm section work really
wel l  together,  wi th Fabi0 's gr inding bass
sound c0mplemented per lect ly by Fabr i 's
versat i le beats.  The album's a mixed bag -
between the pr0grammed beat that kicks off
opener 'Di f lerent Worlds '  and the ethereal
synthy instrumental  c losing of
'Spacedustwave', there's plenty 0f variation
in both sty le and qual i ty.  Whi le most 0f  the
songs are kept interesting by heavy grooves
peppered with stop-start  dynamics,  some 0t
the r i t fs have a tendency t0 become leaden
and dul l ,  and sometimes things get a bi t  too
repet l t ive t0 hold y0ur at tent ion.  But
al together,  i f  you fancy checking 0ut s0me
heary,  angry American emo, th is album is
wel l  worth a l is ten.5/10.
Jane Boxall
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Codeseven -  "The Rescue"
(fhe Music Carlel)
Epic melanchol ia and big l0ping r i t fs l r0m
this US f ive-piece. C0deseven are what I
imaglne Radiohead coulc j  have turned into i f
they'd decided t0 g0 hardc0re instead 0l
anoient The vOcals t read that Y0'ke-esque
Jine l ine between winning and whining, whi le
the rnuslc 's a mix of  del icate atm0spher ics,
lyr ical  gui tar  l ines and impassi0ned gr0Oves
that rnove f lu id ly between levels and mo0ds.
There's beauty here,  f rom the fragi le
f loat iness 0f '0bsolete Folksong' ,  t0 the
sleepy shuf{ le 0f  'The Carnel  Ci ty ' ,  but  the
guys aren' t  scared t0 rock out -  in the long
bui ld-up of 'S0uthie ' ,  0r  the f rant ic intro t0
'The Rescue' .  There's almost too much
changing between l ight  and dark 0n t f l ls
album, but on the wh0le Codeseven succeed
in craf t  ing excel lent ,  ern0t i0nal ly-aniculate
rock.  8/1 0.
Jane Boxatl

Medusa Cyclone -  "Tangier"
(Snal I Stone Re c ord i nqs)
As Babylon Zoo so memorably put i t ,
"Spaceman, I  a lways wanted y0u to g0 into
space, man!"  [ /edusa Cyclone's album is
concerned above al l  wi th sonic space-
trekking, conjur ing up moody soundscapes
over ten fu l ly- instrumental  t racks.  From the
rumbl ing synth and gui tar  reverb of  opener
'Orange Sunshine' t0 the ethereal  wave
sounds and edgy electronic swel ls of  c lOsing
epic ' langrer ' .  Medusa Cyclone draw you in
with their  warm, enveloping textures and
hypnot ical ly mumbl ing r i f is .  The album's the
bralnchi ld 0f  American mult i - instrumental ist
Keir  McDonald,  and there are a few guest
drummers and bassists,  but  most 0f  the
tracks are gui tar- led,  wi th changing mo0ds
c0nstructed over sustarned harm0nies.
Euph0r ic and bl issed-out -  though n0t in a
crap-chi l l0ut-album kind of  way -  'Tangier '
manages to combine the contoured
dynamics 0f  l \40qwai wi th the space scape
l ixat i0n 0f  ear ly Pink Floyd. Great stuf f .  S/10.
Jane Boxall


