
TALI{ED TO DRUMMER NICI{ ABOUT LIFE,
DRUMS ANN TRUE PUNH ANGER...
tlardworking vetenrs of the UK punk
scene, Khg Prawn have gained a loyal
underground following through
constant gigging Their brand of
eneryetic skapunk b refreshingly
diverse: dub, hardcore and rock
influences blend with a socially-
corsciors punk sound Their album
Surender To The 8/enderwas releas€d
in 2000, and the band's cunent tour
coinck{es with Moon Ska's re-rehase
of the twoprwiousKing Pravvn
albums - their'1996 clebut Fnst
Offence and 1998'sFried ln London.

Prawn drummer Nick b enthusianic
about the band's fourth album, whidr
b due for release later th's year.
provisionally tided llasty Piece U
Work "lt's a really nice mixture - less
duotic than our otherahums butstill
as dlerse.I've written a farv of the
songs on the album, which I've never
done beiore, but l've got a sequencer

now and so I've been up all night
bashing things out working out bass
lines and hom parb and sbing parb
and shrff. l find that really satbfying.'

Flaving last year parted from their
hbel.Spitfire, King Prawn financed this
latest recoding by thensefues "We
jtst got outa bank loan andsar4
'Lefs have if!lthink we're going to
continue to write better tunes as we
go along - lthink some bancb get
their first album and tlufs their peak
'<os you never have that time and
concentration that you put into that
firn project you did, so everything
that comes after that possibly gets
lamerand hmer. Butl think we're the
oppositg we thrive on lean times, and
we thrive on dnllenge. Maybe we're
not a great band. but I think we're one
of this count4/s best live bands lt's
taken so long to adrieve what we
have adrieved, we've foughtagainst

arerything Therc's novv a scene that
there wasn't thrce years ago. l'm
looking forurard to this year and to
gefiing outard plarying again'

50 how important are the band's
pofttkal fyric in rclation to the music?
'l think ifs a big part of it. srys Nidc
'Yeah definitely. l think wihout trcnt
the songs <ould be aboutarrything
but with the edg€ that the musiCs
got it kind of lends itself to the lyri{s
being in that direction Personally
speaking fd mudr rathersing about
things that actually nutter to people,
and that rnatterto usl mearl you see
so marry bands in the scene that vve're
involved'n1and noone's angry any
more. no-one's uptight - ercryone,s
so (ornfortable and well-todo, and ifs
justnot punk! You know, punk's abort
anger, punk's about rebelfoe punk's
aboutspirit and ldon'tthink a tot of
these bancls have it I lke bands like
Gpdfiin Theyre friends of ours
anyway, thry would be erren ff ldidn't
like their music'<os they're top people.
but I think the mtsiCs good as wel['

5o where does Nid< get hb oivn
musicalinspiration from?'l llsten to a
lot of '60s str.rff, the original ska and
even thesecond generationstuff. I
love The Specials, the/re still one of
my all-time favourite bandr'

What about drumming inspiration?
'Drummers - in rock espedally -
there'svery little inspintion to be
takenSpeaking as a drummer,lthink
ifs all been done before. there's not
anything nor.lthink the poinfs to
play the drums with your orun
individualfueling Thafs why t've
norer taken any lessomThafs been
to my detrimentas well'cos I know
tedrnically tcan be better, but I think
l've got good ideas, so thafs. I think
the most important thing You know,
yodve gotto leam to play with your
head first before you can play with
your arms and your fuet" EI

TONDON SI{A-PUNI{ERS ITINE PRAWN
HAVE BUILT A REPUTATION A5 ONE OF
THIS COUNTRY'S BEST LIVE ACTS. WE


